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DIFFRACTION OF LIGHT

The bending of light around an obstacle or slit and spreading out in the geometrical shadow is called diffraction.
Diffraction of light depends on

e Size of obstacle (a)
*  Wavelength of light (A)

Diffraction is of two types:

1. Fresnel’s Diffraction

2. Fraunhofer’s Diffraction
1. FRESNEL'S DIFFRACTION:- In this type of
diffraction source and screen are at a finite distance
from diffracting element. The incident wave front
may be circular or eylindrical but should not be plane.
In this theoretical analysis is much complex.

2. FRAUNHOFFER'S DIFFRACTION :-  In this kind
diffraction source and screen kept at infinite and
observed by using lens. The theoretical analysis is
simple, the pattern is image of source.
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